Hang coats by weig

heavier anes in back

A sweater holder makes 2
great open cubby far kids'
oys and boots

Use clear plastic
cuntainers wstare
small or seasonal items like

goggles or flip-faps.

Labelsarea great way to
ansure that the claser soys
arganized. Everyone can soe
what goas where. (Mote:
This writer once Bbeled her
daughrer, just for fun.)

A fow well-placed
ool are goad for dog
leashas, umbralias, and
other iterms that aften
end up on tha fiaor

An aver-the-door

shue container iga greae
storage toot far fvams that
the family needs ansy access
1o, like sunsereen, adhesive
tandagas, and bug spray. as
well as things lke wrapping
paper, ribbon, and tape that
often defy other methods
of arganizatian.

30 Minutes to
Clutter Free

TR
BY DAINTRY DUFFY

For many of us, the hall closer is the dirty liede
secret lurking just inside the front door. ft's the
ultimate repositary for ol che stufl we need saey
necess w—eoats, umbrelas, and dog leashes; as
wiall a5 alt the seuff we dan's have any other place
far, like wrapping paper, swim goggies, and that
ughy lamp that ooly sees daylighcwhan your
mother-in-luw visis,.

But Carson Tate, 3 professional organizer
and president of Charlote, N.C~based Living
Simply (weew livingsimaiy.ngr). assures us that
e deon't have to lve this way'ln 30 fpinuces, you
cn transform your fall closes o a gfean,
organized, and structured space. Hére's haw:

* Sort (510 minuges): Pull everything out af
your closetand sart it by funcoon—coars in
ane pée, shost in anather, and 3o an.

+ Streamline (5 minutes); Keep only those
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Iteims that elther make you hasgy ar serve 3
functicnin youor life. “Those meon boots you
were n eighth grade are not that cute
anymere,” Tate says

= Assess (5 minutes): Decida hew you want 1o
use the space, and which toals you will nead.
Do you have ancugh hanging space! Would
some shoe racks an the floar give youmors
adequate storage!

*» Organize (10 minutes): Put everything back
In the propar place, If pou have 3 few extra
minures. label iterns for good measure,

The ke ta keeping starage space arganized,
aceording vo Tate, is tede the job cnce. and then
make the tpkaep a maintenance tsk that takes
& couple of minutes every day, rather than a
chore that takes an hour evary six months,

Mow, perhaps we went a lletle over sur
30 minutes, bur wasn't i worth !
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